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Toc H members accept a four-fold commitment: 
1 To build friendships across the barriers that divide man 
from man. 
2 To give personal service. h 
3 To find their own convictions while always being willing to i 


listen to the views of others. 


4 To work for the building of that better world which has been 
called the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for ideas about Toc H 
and about the world in which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points—to think fairly, 
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The Church in the world 


At last, Church leaders in North- 
ern Ireland have joined together 
to make a concerted effort to find 
peace in their troubled province. 
‘The Campaign of Prayer for 
Peace, launched just before 
Christmas by the heads of the 
Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, 
and Methodist churches, and of 
the Church of Ireland, was long 
overdue, but nevertheless warmly 
welcomed by most people in 
Ireland and Britain. 


It is incredible that it has taken 
six years of bloodshed before 
Christians would admit that what 
unites them is greater than that 
which divides them and before 
they would commit themselves to 
working together for peace. 
Although in the past Irish Church 
leaders have issued joint state- 
ments calling for peace, this is the 
first time they have committed 
themselves to a specific and 
concerted action. 


Through this Campaign, the 
leaders are trying to stiffen the 
resolve of the public against 
violence, They believe that, 
through prayer, a climate of 
opinion can be created which 
will make ‘the gun-men’ 
redundant. 


The Campaign will be remem- 
bered in Irish history more for the 
response it unknowingly evoked 
in eight Protestant churchmen, 
who dared to meet the Provi- 
sional Sinn Fein and IRA at 
Feakle, Co Clare. One of these, 
the Rev Ralph Baxter, Secretary 
of the Irish Council of Churches, 
explained: ‘As a group of indivi- 
dual churchmen we felt that 
sooner or later someone had to 
put the Christian view on vio- 
lence to the faces of the gun-men. 
We also feel that the campaign of 
the Church leaders for peace is a 
major initiative. The Clare meet- 
ing was our response to their call.’ 


This meeting is obviously a great 
breakthrough for the Church, 
for it is now working in a specific- 
ally political context. It is all 

the more courageous because 
over the past six years the Irish 
Churches have shown them- 
selves to be markedly reluctant 
to make pronouncements which 
could be construed as ‘political’. 
Many people have looked to the 
Church for a lead and have been 
disappointed. Churchmen are 
conscious that, until recently, the 
Church has not come out of the 
situation very well, (So the 
Reverend William Arlow, who 
went to Feakle, said on television 


a short while ago.) The Jrish 
Times reported on 13 December: 
‘In the years since the outbreak 
of violence in the North, there 
has been mounting criticism of 
the alleged ineffectiveness of 
Churchmen in countering sec- 
tarian violence, This has resulted 
in public opinion expecting less 
of the Churchmen. Indeed, for 
some sections of the community 
the Churches have become either 
obstacles to peace at worst, or 
irrelevant at best.’ 


It is clear that if the Church is to 
have any relevance to man’s lot, 
it cannot escape politics. It must 
be ‘in the world’, and prepared 
to use whatever influence it may 
hold, to promote reconciliation. 
Wherever man needs to be recon- 
ciled with man, the Church has 
a job to do. And it is tremendous 
to see what the Church can 
achieve, when it translates its 
essential belicfs into constructive 
politics, 


As the Rev Alfred Martin put it: 
‘It has happened-what the 
majority of us have been hoping 
for. Our Church leaders are all 
together out there in front, not 
watching things happen, but 
making them happen.’ 


SMcW 
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Toc F is aon te nave the beneit 
of another come ins Peaniiul 
natural environment: thie fine 


in Snowdonta, Morth Wales. 


The Central Executive Com- 
mittee has decided to adapt as a 
Jubilee Ycar national project the 
establishment of a centre at Port 
Penrhyn, near Bangor, The plan 
is 10 convert an old slate warc- 
house in this small shipping port 
into a conference and training 
centre, It will be ideally suited 

to attract parties of both adults 
and young people, as it offers the 
opportunity of sailing, canocing, 
swimming, walking and climbing; 
and also of indoor study and 
discussion. 


The warchouse and port are 
owned by the Pennant Family 
Trust for Mr Douglas Pennant 
and Lady Janct. The port is part 
of the Penrhyn Estate, which 
covers several hundred acres of 
North Wales and which includes 
the National Trust property, 
Penrhyn Castle. Port Penrhyn 
was once a thriving harbour, 
exporting slate quarricd tn 
Snowdonia, but since the demise 
of the local slate industry it has 
deteriorated. Mr Douglas 
Pennant intends to redevelop 
the port to attract coastal ship- 
ping and allied businesses. He is 
also building houses and hopes 
eventually to build a yachting 
centre for the thriving yachting 
business in the Menai Siraits. 
Shipping has already started to 
come back to Penrhyn, and some 
of the old port buildings are now 
in use, The warchouse which will 
be the Toc H centre, standing at 
the landward entrance to the 
port, is included in the develop- 
ment plan and is marked as a 
priority for restoration. 

Toc H will take the cast wing of 
this warchouse, There are two 


Above: The warehouse stands at the 
landward entrance to the port 


Below: The Snowdonia National 
Park. Snowdon is only 12 miles from 
Port Penrhyn 

Photo: The British Travel Association 


other smaller blocks, and these 
are 10 be used for community 
purposes. The Sea Scouts will 
probably be our neighbours, The 
cast wing is of three storeys, built 
of brick, stone and slate. Its 

80 feet by 25 feet ground floor 
would accommodate a hall, 
kitchen, dining-room, heating 
and drying rooms. Upstairs 

(60 fect by 23 fect) there would 
be two conference rooms and a 
gamcs room and, above that, 
dormitories and bathrooms for 
30 people. The building will, of 
course, take far more than 30, if 
you don’t mind a slecping-bag + 
on the floor. There is also plenty 
of room to build a warden’s flat, 
if necessary, and a further con- 
ference room. There is ample 
space for car-parking. 


At the moment the building 
stands simply as an empty ware- 
house. All the necessary struc- 
tural repairs—for example, re- 
roofing and strengthening floors— 
are being carried out by the 
Pennant Family Trust. The Trust 
will also install central heating 
and other essential services. All 
the additional work needed to 
convert the building into a 
conference centre will be under- 
taken hy Toc H. We will also 
provide the furniture, equipment 
and furnishings. 


Work has already started on the 
building, but is not anticipated 

to finish before the summer. 

No financial liability will arise 
before the financial year 1975/6. 
Negotiations arc still continuing, 
but the lease will run for 50 years, 
with breaks at ten years, The 
landlord will maintain the main 
structure and fire insurance, and 
we, the tenant, will be responsible 
for the rest of the upkeep. 


Toc H will need £25,000 to 
finance this project: to cover the 
rent, the cost of conversion and 
equipping the centre. Once 
established, the originators of the 
project are confident that the 
centre can be economically 
viable, As at Dor Knap, Alison 
House and Colsterdale, Toc H 


will be free to take as many book- 
ings as members want. Then the 
centre will be open to other 
interested parties, such as the 
Probation Service. 


The project has the full support 
of the Central Executive Com- 
mittee. Members in North Wales 
are reportedly very enthusiastic 
and will be able to handle book- 
ings and look after the upkeep. 
It is hoped to appoint a staff 
member to North Wales soon, 
and he will be generally respon- 
sible for the centre, The centre 
will be self-catering, but a local 
cook could be employed from the 
nearby town of Bangor. 


For many of the members in 
North Wales, Port Penrhyn is a 
dream comc true, They are 
confident of its possibiltties, and 
especially of its attraction to 
young pcople, on whom, they 
rightly say, Toc H must depend 
for its future. 


There is another centre on the 
Penrhyn Estate, used by the 
University of Wales, and this is 
more often than not over-booked. 
Port Penrhyn is very well placed, 
being only two miles from Bangor, 
a well-known cultural and aca- 
demic centre on a main railway 
line. Port Penrhyn stands at the 
junction of the A55 and A5 trunk 
roads, on the main route across 
North Wales. Opposite Penrhyn 
is Anglesey, with its seaside 
resorts, ferry port, RAF Valley, 
nuclear power siation and oil 
terminal, So it is within easy 
reach of various commercial, 
industrial and tourist centres. 


Toc H needs £25,000 to get this 
project off the ground. It has 
been chosen as the second target 
of the Toc H National Jubilee 
Year Fund. The Central Execu- 
tive asks everyone to support this 
fund and to bring the fund to the 
notice of the public. We are 
advised to encourage the public 
to give money, rather than solely 
trying to raise it amongst our- 
selves. Port Penrhyn is to be a 
national special effort for 1975. 
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NATIONAL JUBILEE PROJECT 


initi Port Penrhyn 
H L Hughes, one of the initiators of the y 


a centre in North Wales took shape several years ago. 


project, explains how the idea of 


Port Penrhyn 


“Anglesey A 
@-@ Colwyn Bay 
Bangor 


eDolgellau 


This venture has its origins in the 
rich fellowship inspired by that 
loved and loving personality who 
led and prompted Toc H thought 
and action in North Wales and 
the adjoining territories for a 
good number of years: the late 
Rev John I Jones of Trofarth, 
near Abergele, I am only saying 
what Toc H men and women 
know as truth, 


John and I had occasion to meet 
on many and varied occasions, 
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and the talk was always of Toc H 
promotion and extension. I recall 
a journey we made together to 
Llandrindod Wells to meet some 
of the South Wales ‘boys’, as 
John called them, with a view to 
arranging an all-Wales festival. 
But the journey to and fro created 
more than a festival. While I was 
driving, John was busy remini- 
scing and bringing back to 
memory a wealth of small com- 
munities in the rural areas of 
Montgomery and Radnor: the 
small chapel causes (mainly 
Baptist, of course). Then he 
would progress to discussion on 
the contribution such communi- 
ties made to the way of life and 
the togetherness of the people. 
From that we would proceed to 
the idea of a Toc H centre in 
North Wales with its strong and 
virile Toc H units, its wealth of 
physical and scenic geography, 
its capacity to raise ideals and 
also in a great measure to realise 
them. How we talked and 
weighed up the territory and its 
possibilities! 


Several possibilities were explored 
and we made onc-unsuccessful— 
bid for a property near Ffestiniog: 
a typical country cottage, two-up 
and two-down with a lean-to. 


My mother was one of the old 
types of mother who read her 
Bible (in Welsh) regularly, stored 
up innumerable verses in her 
memory and taught her children 
to do likewise. She recited these 
verses in fellowship and prayer 
meetings and enjoyed doing so, 
One of the verses she often used 


to recite was: “Bwrw dy fara ay 
wyneb y dyfroedd, canys ti a’i cei wedi 
llawer o ddyddiau.” In English: 
‘Cast your bread upon the water 
and it will return to you after 
many days. Some of you may 
have heard me use this line in 
talks at Alison House sessions, 

TI decided one day, a little more 
than two years ago, to follow my 
mother’s injunction and wrote to 
Lady Janet Douglas Tennant of 
Penrhyn, Bangor, asking if she 
had within the range of the 
Penrhyn Estates in North Wales a 
property which could be let to 
Toc H for the purposes of a work- 
ing and fellowship centre, in- 
tended initially for North Wales 
branches, groups and action 
groups. 


The ‘bread’ returned after only 
one day in the form of a letter 
from Mr John C Douglas 
Tennant, husband of Lady Janet, 
indicating the possibility of bcing 
able to help and inviting us to 
have a look at a building then 
derelict but scheduled for restora- 
tion and improvement. One of 
the Mold men and I took ad- 
vantage of this invitation, saw 
what was available, were im- 
pressed, and realised its potential 
and attraction, 


From then events have pro- 
gressed. What was originally a 
North Wales and Marches pro- 
ject became a Regional project, 
and has by now become a 
national project. We must to the 
fray without delay. 


Mr Douglas Tennant had met 
our Founder Padre, Tubby, on a 


number of occasions daring the 
Second World War and was very 
attracted by his purposefulness 
and devotion. One of Mr 
Tennant’s first actions following 
our visit to Port Penrhyn on 

l1 November 1972 was to visit 
Dor Knap and acquaint himself 
with the set-up there. 


Port Penrhyn should soon house 
Toc H men and women imbued 
with the desire to develop the 
fourfold Compass. May this 
opportunity be one we can grasp 
in order to establish reconcilia- 
tion and service between man 
and man in all walks of life. 


Right: Penrhyn Castle. which 
attracts over 70,000 visitors every 
year. 

Photo: The British Travel Association 


Below: The cast wing of the ware- 
house 


talkin 
point 


For 

the 
lengthening 
days 


by the late 
Rev John Jones 


Lent or lenten equals ‘lengthen- 
ing’ and refers to the increase of 
daylight in the spring. As we 
know, it has long been a Christian 
custom to use the greater light 

for a closer look at the Gospel 
source of the Faith and our 
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commitment thereto. That is 
what I aim to do in this 
meditation. 


What docs the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ mean for us within the 
pattern or framework of modern 
society? We would agree that it 
represents God’s rule or kingdom 
for us; but is it, in religious terms, 
a matter of dealing with indivi- 
dual sinfulness within the classical 
theological doctrines of the - 
Church? I believe that Christ’s 
Lordship comes radically nearer 
to our modern situation than the 
classic formulations would seem 
to allow. 


The trouble is that at the same 
time I am deeply conscious that 
our great theological traditions 
enshrine priceless spiritual values 
and beauties. He would be a poor 
soul unable to sense the heart- 
beat in Crawshaw’s cry: 


Lord, what is man? Why should he 
cost thee 
So dear? What had his ruin lost 
thee? 
Lord, what is man, that thou hast 
over-bought 
So much a thing of nought ? 


There is another forthtelling of 
the Lord’s authority associated 
in Christian witness with names 
like Saint Francis or William 
Blake, or with moderns like 
Schweitzer, Bonhoeffer, or 
Simone Weil. Sometimes it 
explodes in verse as a devastating 
affirmation of our human cause, 
as in David Gasgoyne’s Kece 
Homo, Where it becomes pro- 
phetic it may be compelled to 
use a strange and reluctant 
language, as in the verse of 

W B Yeats, especially in The 
Second Coming. These are the 
famous lines of his prophecy 
based on modern Trish and 
European history which are so 
profoundly disturbed by the 
loosing of ‘the blood-dimmed tide’ 
that they can only be resolved by 
the image of a ‘rough beast? 
slouching towards Bethichem to 
be born. 


If we now take a fresh look ių 
that ‘rough beast’ in his first 
coming the records demoustrate 
that his untamecableness was 
needed if a true humanity was to 
be saved from the menagerie of 
State and Church in his own day 


For example, take the phrase 
‘the Kingdom of God’. Are we to 
believe that Jesus said to the 
Pharisces, ‘The Kingdom of Gog 
is within you’? There was never 
any phoney fairmindedness in his 
dealing with that party. He was 
rough with them. They were 
‘devourers of widows’ houses’, 
‘whited sepulchres’; they were 
not particular about their drink 
as long as the cup was clean on 
the outside; they were careful to 
strain out gnats and careless 
about swallowing camels. I 
wonder if any newspaper would 
dare employ Jesus as a cartoonist 
even today, Surcly not ‘the King- 
dom of God is within you’ but, 
and this is far more likely, ‘the 
Kingdom of God is upon you’, 


Then Jesus himself interprets the 
meaning of the Kingdom of God 
and soon we sense the joy of it. 
It is his kind of revolution. 

T remember asking a North 
Wales headmaster what made 
him join Toc H. Two things had 
decided him. The religion of af 
young movement and its hilarity. 
Long ago there was excitement 
and laughter in Galilee about the 
young leader and his friends. 
Jesus himself likened it to a 
wedding day. Later one of his 
friends was to call him the 
‘Pioneer of Life’. He comforts 
another friend awaiting execu- 
tion: “Tell John what you have 
scen and how the blind receive 
their sight, the Jame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised to life, the 
poor are hearing the good news 
and happy is the man who 
doesn’t find me a stumbling 
block,’ 


All the old historic terms and 
fossilised ‘better day’ hopes of 
Israel, hopes that went back at 


least as far as the Goulerent of 
the Land after tae weotcdtertngs 
(but who can put © late to the 
age of man’s heart?), in words 
like ‘Messiah’, ‘Servant of the 
Lord’, ‘Son of Man’, were now 
in a new kind of inan being 
activated and renewed. It seems 
as though one of the Gospels, the 
Fourth, came into existence to 
stake a claim for humanity in 
terms of the individual person of 
Jesus as the true answer to the 
elaborations of philosophy and 
the hidden meanings of institu- 
tionalised religion. And with him 
he brings the blood transfusion of 
forgiveness of sins which, above 
all, men needed for the true 
rediscovery of their humanity and 
truc relationship to God. 


So Christ comes. 
All the iron senseless time, comes 
To force the glory into frozen veins ; 
His warmth wakes 
Green life glazed in the pool, wakes 
All calm and crystal trance with 
living pains. 


Thus Anne Ridler on Christmas 
and the Common Birth, We may 
with grateful acknowledgement 
use it here, for without the 
Ministry there would have been 
no spring. 


The Pharisees were shocked and 
offended that he should, as it 
seemed to them, usurp the divine 
prerogative and claim the right 
to forgive sins. I wish we could 
be equally shocked—to the extent 
of radically coming to terms with 
the whole business of forgiveness 
in the New Testament. Have we 
even yet, with all our psycho- 
logies and sociologies, begun to 
understand or fathom the deep 
pot-holing of resource for our 
human remaking, which Christ 
offers in his gift and practice 
(even to the Cross) of forgiveness? 
Have we begun to understand 
how the sinner and the Saviour 
come first, last, and wholly into a 
relationship, where recognition is 
healing and healing recognition, 
and how the stain of a corrupt 


and dying society is seen as such 
and no clean stone and no clean 
hands can be found for throwing. 


(For a contemporary experience 
read Ernest Raymond’s account 
of Simone Weil’s life and con- 
version.) 


If we make this our Lenten 
prayer and study, things of the 
greatest import become imminent. 
We begin to see where the springs 
of society may be purified and 
where a nation itself may be 
blessed and renewed. I think also 
we shall come to sce that, in the 
real valuation of human life and 
for the testimony and living 
experience of that spiritual 
dimension that leads to faith in 
God, there is nothing comparable 
to learning forgiveness with all 
that it implies of deep personal 
renascence, assent to Love’s 
dealing and the costly creation 
and maintenance of brotherhood. 
If we are only dealing with bio- 
logical automata, or social 
phenomena, or market commodi- 
ties, this kind of religion can be 
pushed on one side. All that is 
then required is social enginecring 
and the choppers of the law. 


But within that world of human 
relationship which Jesus calls the 
Kingdom, we find a different 
valuation altogether-a liberation 
to Sonship. “Getting evil under 
control and making the good 
abound, why that is wonderful!’ 
said the Lord to his friends when 
the regional team reported back 
from one of its projects. He went 
on: ‘I sec Satan fall like lightning. 
But there is something even more 
important. Rejoice that your 
names are written in heaven!’ 


A prayer: 
tn the midst and course of lime 
grant, we pray thee, O Father, that 
the beauty of thy Kingdom be upon 
us in the thoughts of our hearts, the 
work of our hands, and in our 
covenant with all men, for the sake 
of thy Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, Amen. 


BOOK 
REVIEW 


Lent is traditionally a time to 
take stock. Giving up something 
as a form of self-discipline is a 
revealing way of discovering how 
flabby of soul we have become. 
The 12 February is Ash Wednes- 
day, beginning the six-week 
period of stock-taking up to 
Easter. 


Ifin Toc H we prized only 
service for others; if the com- 
passionate extrovert with a sense 
of humour came to be regarded 
as the “Toc H type’; if no time 
were given in Toc H to a regular 
and deliberate exploration of the 
springs of the spirit on which such 
a river of service and fellowship 
depends, Toc H would lose its 
life-giving power, and men would 
ignore it. 


Dr Martin Israel is a consultant 
pathologist recently ordained, 
and in his book Summons to 
Life tells of many whom he has 
met who have balanced the inner 
and outer sides of life. 


‘We live in a world of darkness which 
is illuminated by our own courageous 
movements towards a light, which, 
though within us, is concealed from 
the eye of reason, Yet in giving of 
ourselves in hope beyond reason—and 
this is a venture of faith—we glimpse 

a depth of reality in ourselves which is 
the true self, also called the soul.’ 


During the week-end of Palm 
Sunday, Martin Israel will lead 
the annual quiet week-end spon- 
sored by the Bordon Company. 
This year it will be at Dor Knap 
and is open to all members and 
friends of Toc H. 


Summons to Life by Martin 
Israel mp; Hodder & Stoughton, 
£2-10. 


The Rev Bob Knight 
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LETTERS 


Contemplative prayer 

I was so delighted to sce in the 
November Poni Three both your 
leader and the article by John 
Forbes on the subject of silence and 
meditation, I am sure that all the 
present emphasis on this form of 
prayer is a real movement of the 
Holy Spirit, 

It occurred to me that members 
of Toc H might like to know about 
the Julian Meetings. Over 20 
groups for contemplative prayer 
have been formed under this name, 
and in various parts of the county. 
To quote from the July Newsletter: 
‘The purpose of the Julian Meci- 
ings... is to foster the practice and 
teaching of contemplative praycr, 
within the Christian Church, The 
movement started early in 1973 
with a letter published in church 
papers of various denominations, 
Although the original suggestion 
was the formation ofa secular con- 
templative order, it emerged that 
the prime need was for regular and 
fairly local meetings, ai which con- 
templative prayer could be taught, 
discussed and practised. There are 
about a dozen regional groups- 
England, Scotland and Wales, and 
several more are being formed 
(now over 20). They meet regu- 
larly, usually monthly, with the 
exception of the correspondence 
group. Because in these first years 
no set form is imposed and groups 
are free to experiment, they are 
very varied both in the shape of 
their meetings and in their ‘‘atmo- 
sphere”. The meetings are open to 
all, whether or not they are church 
members,’ 

If you would like further infor- 
mation please contact the founder 
of the Julian Mectings Group: 
Mrs Hilary Waberman, Kents, 
Great Chesterford, Saffron Wal- 
den, Essex cpl0 lrL. 


Monica Lipscomb 
Worthing, Sussex 
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A dog’s life 


I am in full agreement with Freda 
Hurt’s definition (Letters, Decem- 
ber 1974) of an acceptable type ol 
home for the elderly. As an 1n- 
veterate and incurable dog-lover 1 
would, however, make the follow- 
ing stipulations: 

je Retdents to be allowed to have 
their dogs in their own rooms— 
limited to one canine per person. 

9 Solely in consideration for any 
residents so misguided as to object 
to dogs, one or two heated, outside 
kennels to be provided. These to 
be used as night-time accommoda- 
tion for any dogs likely to cause a 
disturbance. k 

3 With reference to the above mis- 
guided residents, it should be 
clearly understood that every dog 
is allowed one bite! 

4 Charges to cover the running 
costs of the kennels to be borne by 
the dog-owners. 

Query: Anyonc interested in mak- 
ing out a case for cats? 


Irene Lockwood Leicester 


Toc H kindness 


Would you allow me a little space 
to express my sincere thanks to all 
the kind people who came to my 
assistance last August, following 
the sudden death of my travelling 
companion, Lance Warren? As 
Australian members of ‘Voc H, we 
were staying with others at Alison 
House, Derbyshire, when this oc- 
curred, I will never forget the 
kindness of the Warden and his 
wife, Frank and Wyn Howlett, 
Rev Ken and Mrs Nora Bloxham 
(the host and hostess) and others 
in this emergency. My sincere 
thanks also to the guests, who so 
gencrously subscribed to purchase 
some sugar bowls for the House in 
Lance’s memory, Truly it was the 
Toc H spirit in action. And a 
special thank you to Greta Lynn, 
John Hoare 


Victoria, Australia 


News 
point 


News, cartoons, crosswords and 
photos (clear black and white, please) 
are always welcome. Please send to: 
Editorial Office, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


See 


Alison House 
Garden Party 


Many members will remember the 
success of the Westminster Fair in 
1966 when the response to an 
appeal for gifts for the stalls 
brought a wide variety of contri- 
butions from all over the country 
and from overseas. 

The Alison House Garden Party 
on 13 September will have a vari- 
cty of stalls and the Committec 
would welcome gifts such as fancy 
goods, ‘white clephants’, and 
bottles for a bottle stall. 

There will also be a parcel stall 
where parcels of all kinds will be 
sold at 25p each. Gifts of this 
approximate value will be very 
welcome. The content of the par- 
cels is left entirely to the diseretion 
of the donor. 

Gifts can be sent at any time to: 
Frank Howlett at Alison House, 
Intake Lane, Cromford, Matlock, 
Derbyshire DE4 3RH. 

It is hoped that members from 
as far afield as possible will gather 
at Alison House on 13 September 
as part of the Diamond Jubilee 
Year celebrations, 


Erratum 

Apologies for the error in the photo 
caption on page 90 of December 
Point Three, Please read September 
1972 for September 1973. 
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Toc Ei oa show 


An imaginative approach to pub- 
licity was recently devised by 
Toc H in Farcham, Hants, when 
members successfully staged an cx- 
hibition in the car showrooms of 
Paul Huxford Lid, 

As you can see from the photo, 
the exhibition was composed from 
the new Multiscreen display units, 
and took up considerable space in 
the showroom for a week. At the 
end of the week, Huxfords held a 
reception for Toc H, provided 
wine, and staff to assist, and in- 
vited the directors and top execu- 
lives of the company. About 200 
customers altended, and also the 
Mayor of Fareham, They were 
entertained to a talk on Toc H, 
entitled “Travels of a Minibus’, 
given by Gilbert Francis, our 
General Secretary, and were intro- 
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duced to various projects which 
Toc H runs in the area, They were 
also able to buy the ‘Touchstone’ 
baroque jewellery made by staff 
member Crispin White and his 
family. 

This remarkable offer was made 
to Crispin by the Marketing Direc- 
tor of Huxford’s. Crispin had ap- 
proached the firm for financial 
support for some summer projects, 
and the firm responded with this 
keen personal interest, 

The reception and exhibition 
gave Toc H members a grand 
opportunity to meet people whom 
they might never otherwise have 
reached. They could hardly have 
been given a more eye-catching 
plaiform. Our thanks to Huxford’s 
for their kind offer, 


Mr Paul Huxford, Gilbert Francis, Mrs Huxford and the Rev Crispin White 


taking a look at Touchstone jewellery in Huxford’s car showrooms 


‘Visit old folk’ campaign 


Dereham Toc H has launched a 
publicity campaign to encourage 
people to visit elderly neighbours. 
Members hope that the scheme 
will be taken up throughout 
Norfolk. 

They decided to start the cam- 
paign after a local lady fell in her 
home and lay for 14 hours before 
being found by a postman. The 
lady later died in hospital. 

The campaign emphasises that 
caring is not prying. “Che more 


you plug the idea, the better it will 
be’, said Stephanie Spooner, secre- 
tary of Dereham branch. 

Posters are displayed around the 
town and leaflets have been distri- 
buted to encourage people to visit 
elderly neighbours regularly and 
to look out for any signs of 
distress. 

Norwich has already shown 
interest in using this poster, and 
Dereham branch hopes that other 
branches will consider using it. 


Flowers in the 
Mother Church 


In 1975 All Hallows and Toc H 
both look forward to celebrating 
birthday festivals, They plan to 
give thanks together on Tower Hill 
on Sunday, 1 June. On most other 
Sundays in the year, too, there will 
bea ink ofremembrance and good- 
will between individual branches 
of Toc H and the Movement’s 
mother church, Members who 
have been present at a Sunday 
11 o’clock service may recall hear- 
ing that the flowers for the week 
had heen given by such-and-such 
a branch, or perhaps more than 
one branch. Many of the gifts 
commemorate some person or oc- 
casion important to the branch. 

The flower scheme began, de- 
lightfully, with members sending 
flowers from their own gardens or 
from local nurseries, mainly in the 
west country and Lincolnshire; 
Bob Grist and Kim Marklew are 
gratefully remembered for the 
years of loving care they gave to it. 
It is now looked after from the 
church by our parish secretary, 
Gerry Culwick. 

With changing times, public 
transport has become less reliable 
and, in particular, uncertainties of 
delivery or collection at the Lon- 
don end have multiplied in the 
sacred name of ‘rationalisation’. 
The practice of sending a money 
gift for flowers has consequently 
tended to replace the original 
flower parcels. Theoretically, a 
less attractive scheme, maybe, but 
with the practical advantage that 
it is less dependent on the seasons. 

Through the years a few other 
branches from widely scattered 
parts of the country have joined 
in; inevitably, some of the original 
ones have dropped out because of 
closure or other changes. 

In this festival year, there may be 
branches not hitherto associated with 
the scheme which would like to consider 
linking up in this way once a year with 
the old church on Tower Hill. Further 
information may be had from Mrs G M 
Culwick, All Hallows Porch Room, 
Byward Street, London EC3R 5BJ. 
The Rev Colin Cuttell 
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personality point 


° 
Birmingham 


Ross-on-Wye e 


‘It is a truism to call any region 
a region of contrasts, but it is 
perhaps more truc of the West 
Midlands and South Wales 
Region than of any other.’ 


In the first place the Region 
includes geographical extremes 
from the dense industrial sprawl 
of the Birmingham conurbation 
to the remote farms and villages 
of west Wales. The docks and 
industry of Cardiff and Swansea 
contrast with the calm and 
beauty of the Cotswolds; the 
slagheaps of the Rhondda with 
the swans of Shakespeare’s Avon. 


Contrast, too, is apparent in the 
people who make up Toc H in 
this Region-from Welsh-speaking 
people to Black Country folk, 
from Hereford farmers to car- 
assembly men of Coventry. 
People of different outlooks, 
backgrounds and even languages, 
but all people of one Movement, 


Contrast is also apparent in the 
various expressions of Toc H in 
this Region, It boasts the first- 
ever branch of Toc H at Chelten- 
ham, which still survives, and at 
the same time the latest ina 
growing number of Toc H 
centres: at Cardiff. As well as the 
numerous branches in the tradi- 
tional pattern there is a healthy 
diversity of other forms of Toc H. 
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WEST MIDLANDS 


AND 
SOUTH WALES 


REGIONAL 
EXECUTIVE 


Mark VI in Birmingham, which 
also houses the regional office, is 
looking forward to renewed life 
in smaller premises. 


‘The Toc H Birmingham Outward 
Group is by any standard a suc- 
cess story: a story of collaboration 
between members and friends 
which over six years has provided 
invaluable service to many young 
people. There is a group at 
Lampeter which cach year in- 
volves new students at St David’s 
University College in service to 
the community. There is, of 
course, Dor Knap and the hand- 
ful of local members who make it 
their task to support and en- 
courage the life of the house. 
Increasingly, Districts are begin- 
ning to use the ‘project’ method 
of involving new people. 


Clearly, therefore, the key word 
for the Regional Council and 
Executive has to be ‘partnership’, 
Toc H in the region has to see 
itself as a partnership of different 
types of people, in different 
expressions of Toc H; all pulling 
together and recognising the 
value and merit of the other. 
This partnership is to be the 
theme of the first regional week- 
end at Dor Knap in April, which 
the Regional Executive has 
initiated, 


Likewise, the Regional Exccutive 
has recognised that we need a 
working partnership between 
staff and lay leaders so that 
present-day Toc H may he 
strengthened and improved and 
so that future Toc H can be built 
through wide-ranging experi- 
ment. To that end the Executive 
is already considering the role of 
the staff in the Region, 


Onc other exciting experiment 
deserves mention. For three 
months this winter Rickie Lowe 
was asked by the Regional 
Executive to explore ways in 
which Toc H might become more 
involved in the industrial world, 
Rickie, who has worked for 

Toc H in the past, has recently 
been at Bath University working 
for an M Phil in business studies, 
Rickie and various members in 
the Region hoped that Toc H 
might in cerlain places explore 
the effects of industrial decisions 
on ordinary people and ordinary 
families. Where this will lead it is 
too soon to judge, but if the 
region continues to be equally 
ready to explore other new fields, 
its future life will be vastly stimu- 
lating for all its various members, 


Marjorie Berry Kcgional 
Chairman; with a long history of 
chairmanships. Marjorie was co- 
chairman with Doc Mitchell of 
the first integrated Central 
Executive. Now chairman of 
Alison House Committee, House- 
wife with a family of three: 
celebrated her Ruby Wedding 
anniversary last August. A keen 
bridge player; also paints. Repre- 
sents Toc H on the Women’s 
National Commission, 


Rose Radford Secretary to the 
Regional Council. Retired head- 
mistress; she recommends retire- 
ment, ‘though it's a busy time’. 
Currently trying to restart the 
Sheldon House venture (a home 
for destitute girls, recently closed). 
Also works in the Birmingham 
night shelter in the crypt of 

St Chad’s Cathedral. Another 
bridge player! 
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Marjorie Berry Beryl Pugh 


Rose Radford Edith Churchill 


Beryl Pugh Rcgional Treasurer 
and member of CEC Finance 
Committee, Company secretary 
to Thomas Baker Ltd, a cooked 
meats firm, Also, amazingly, finds 
the time to take an active part in 
Smethwick Soroptimist club for 
business women, and in Edg- 
baston women’s branch, which 
she joined 35 years ago. Also 
enjoys music and the theatre. 


Edith Churchill Edith came 
into Toc H in 1945, impressed by 
her husband’s great regard for 
the Toc H Services’ Cluh in 
Burma. Regional Treasurer: she 
has been a branch, District and 
Arca treasurer for many years 
and says she just cannot gct away 
from figures! Still considers her- 
self a Geordie although she has 
been down south for about 45 
years, and is now in Cardifl. 


Edgar Stickley Lecturer in 
business studies at Kidderminster 
College of Further Education. 
Trained as an architect before the 
war; later worked as a company 
secretary in the carpet industry. 
Joined Kidderminster branch 

25 years ago. Enjoys helping with 
the family jewellery business run 
by his wife Joan and son Nigel. 
20 years with local Scouts. 


Agnes Cook Active in Toc H 
since the age of 21. Found her 
life’s work as a social worker after 
hearing a speaker at the branch 
meeting at Southend-on-Sea. 
Now retired. Agnes has been on 


Jeremy Topham 


ook 


Chris Williams 
: : sary 


both sides of the bench as a 
probation officer for nine years 
and magistrate for 28 years. 
CEC member since 1971, At 
present S Wales Arca Secretary 
and chairman of Cardiff District 
projects tcam. 


Jeremy Topham Although 
one of the youngest members of 
the Executive, ‘he is always well 
worth listening to , affirms 
Marjorie Berry, Enthusiastic 
supporter of Cardiff Centre and 
founder member of the Centre 
Committee. Central Councillor 
for Cardiff District. Married with 
four-year-old son; works as an 
assistant shift-charge engincer at 
Aberthaw Power Station. 


Chris Williams ‘Chris isa 
doer.’ Projects and youth liaison 
officer for South Staffs joint 
District; also joint chairman of 
Wednesfield branch, which she 
joined six years ago. Married 
with three children; works as a 
part-time assistant in Wool- 
worths, Also teaches in Sunday 
school. Practical, enjoys all types 
of handicraft, 


Doug Sobey Says he will be 65 
next Trafalgar Day, when he will 
retire, ‘join the Senior Citizen 
Club, wait for my Christmas 
parcel, my OAP’s outing, and to 
be invited to strawberry teas in 
someonc’s garden’! He will retire 
from factory life, which he has 
found ‘completely soul destroy- 
ing’. Extremely active, he docs a 
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Doug Sobey John Mitchell 


George Lee 


Tommy Trinder 
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lot of work for the sick and dis- 
abled—and has been recently 
voted on to the CEC. 


George Lee 22 ycars on the 
staff have brought many happy 
friendships. ‘My greatest assets: 
my family first (Jill and Simon, 
Jeremy, Timothy, Sarah), fol- 
lowed by my colleagues.’ He met 
Jill at the Manchester Children’s 
Camp and sailed with her for 
Australia, where he worked for 
Toc H for three years. How did 
we catch George? He joined as a 
schoolboy in 1936, 


John Mitchell Son of ‘Doc’ 
Mitchell (former CEC chairman) 
-so met Toc H at an carly age! 
A qualified solicitor, but after 

18 months’ practice John Callf 
and Alec Churcher ‘twisted his 
arm’ to join the staff. Worked on 
the first projects team with his 
wife Jenny. Recently back from a 
Social Science Diploma course at 
Birmingham University. Inter- 
esis: hill-walking, politics, 
arguing and writing silly songs. 


Tommy Trinder Ifyou know 
Dor Knap, you know Tommy. 
The front door might tell you 
what to expect: Duck or Grouse’, 
it says. Seldom without a laugh, 
Tommy and his wife Dorothy 
‘make’ Dor Knap. They moved 
there in 1953; but both are native 
Londoners. They used to work in 
the shoc trade, A good team, says 
Tomuny: ‘We've never regretted 
trying cach other on for size.’ 
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news point 


Adlington Camp 


Adlington Camp, Cheshire, run by 
the Stockport District of Toc H, 
enables some 700 children to get a 
summer holiday each year. Last 
year it was the scene of two very 
successful holidays-for a number 
of depressed mothers, and for a 
group of disadvantaged children- 
which were organised in conjunc- 
tion with the Buckinghamshire 
Social Services Department at 
Slough. 

Alan Swift, Principal Social 
Worker at Slough, explains how 
the holidays helped. 

‘Following their holiday in 
Cheshire, where they got to know 
each other, the mothers now meet 
regularly each Monday.... The 
children are also there, in a play- 
group organised for the purpose by 
members of my staf. The change 
of the last few months is remark- 
able: from a situation where six or 
seven unsupported mothers were 
each sitting isolated and depressed 
at home, we have moved to a situ- 
ation where they all meet regularly 
as a group and are more stimulated 
and cheerful. The same goes for the 
children. 

‘We recently had a Study Day 
involving magistrates, probation 
officers, the education department 
and ourselves to evaluate our pro- 
jects. The chairman of the Juvenile 
Bench went out of his way to say 
how valuable this kind of imagina- 
tive work had been, singling out 
the Mums’ group as potentially the 
most helpful, and congratulating 
Toc H and ourselves for collabor- 
ating on this,’ 

The Social Services at Slough 
have booked another two weeks at 
Adlington this summer, ‘to capi- 
talise on last year’s success’, says 
Alan Swift. 
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New ambulance 


Thurrock Toc H (Essex) has 
recently launched a new ambu- 
lance, especially designed for car- 
rying wheelchairs, It is equipped 
with the most sophisticated aids 
for the physically handicapped, 
including the latest model tail-lift 
and a pull-down step, with a hand- 
rail attached. 

This is the second ambulance 
which Thurrock branch has put on 
the road in two years. The first one 
covers some 25,000 miles per year 
in the service of physically handi- 
capped and elderly people, visiting 
five clubs every week and doing 
numerous other runs: to parties, 
shopping trips, outings and holi- 
days. The vehicles are run entirely 
by volunteers, including many in- 
dividual friends outside the branch 
and members of Stanford and 


Corringham Round Table, the 
police, Red Cross, and St John 
Ambulance Brigade. 
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The opening of the ambulance 
took place at an informal gather- 
ing at Barretts Youth Centre, 
South Ockenden, This is the home 
of the 42nd Physically Handi- 
capped Club, whose members are 
taken to meetings by Thurrock 
branch members. 

The ambulance has been paid 
for from a loan of £4,000 from the 
Toc H Revolving Fund, and at the 
time of placing the order an appeal 
fund was started. This has yielded 
£2,300 to date, from donations 
from many friends, including 
Grays Round Table and Rotary 
Clubs, the Grays Police Sports 
Club and Thurrock Council. The 
branch holds fund-raising activi- 
ties, and the clubs served by the 
ambulance also make contribu- 
lions. But owing to rising prices 
there is still £2,000 outstanding, 
and Thurrock Toc H would be ex- 
tremely grateful for any donations. 


Demonstrating the new ambulance Photo: Thurrock Gazette 


The camp site at Adlington Photo: Alan Clarkson 


West Surrcy’s Pancake Greaze 


Saturday 25 February 1975 is the 
date set for the annual West Surrey 
District Pancake Greaze, to be 
held this year at the Weybridge 
Hall, sponsored by Weybridge 
branch. 

The original Pancake Greazc, 
held annually at Westminster 
School on Shrove Tuesday, dates 
at least from the 15th century and 
was introduced into Toc H by a 
former General Secretary, the late 
Rex Calkin, in the carly days of the 
Movement. 

In the beginning it was a free- 
for-all, Everybody wishing to do so 
took part; all standing back 
against the walls. When the pan- 
cake was tossed, there was a con- 
certed dive for it. Tubby said that 
it became so dangerous that the 
free-for-all had to be abandoned, 
The annual pancake party con- 
tinued, however, and for the 
Greaze two members representing 


Cromer 


by the Rev ‘Finny’ Findlow 


Many of the happy folk who fill 
our streets during our short season 
each year (mid-June to mid- 
September) are surec to see two 
important items here. 

The first, the remarkable bronze 
bust of Henry Blogg, late coxswain 
of the Cromer lifeboat, is high up 
on the cliff, looking out over the 
sea he loved so much. This was 
where he carned the highest poss- 
ible awards in the Lifeboat Ser- 
vice, and honour from the Queen 
for his gallant efforts in saving over 
2,000 lives. Even when he was an 
old man and in very poor health, 
he shortened his life by attempting 
to save a fellow lifeboat-man who 
was in trouble with his upturned 
fishing boat coming in to shore. 

Just below the bust on the cliff 
is a quiet garden, where there is a 
seat for those who wish to rest, 
given by the members of Cromer 
branch in memory of our much- 


cach unit took part. 

The prize was a framed 10s 
treasury note, reputedly a relic 
from Mafeking. All trace of it 
seems to have been lost, However, 
more by accident than design, 
West Surrey District revived this 
tradition in 1969, and since then 
the idea has caught on in the 
Movement, 

The Chefof Westminster School, 
Mr Sels, will make the pancake for 
the Weybridge Greaze, It will be 
about 9 inches in diameter and 
2 inches thick: quite a substantial 
affair made from a stiff batter-a 
‘good strong one’, in the Chef’s 
own words! 

Ken Pridcaux-Brune will be 
coming to the Weybridge Greaze 
and he will toss the pancake, which 
will be ‘scrambled’ for by the two 
contestants from each of the 
branches in the District. 


loved Pat Leonard, Bishop of 
Thetford. This is their tribute to 
his life and work in Toc H and in 
the world. 

Both these men are cxamples of 
what the Cromer branch has 
always tried to stand for: ‘unselfish 
service’, In the past 38 years, 
though it has never been large in 
membership, the impact of the 
branch upon the life of the town 
and district has been considerable. 

This branch has been served, 
during its long life, by a succession 
of excellent branch padres; and 
perhaps because of this and be- 
cause of their tradition for service, 
the members have always opened 
each branch meeting with the 
words of the Main Resolution, 
said by all, standing. Thus they 
continue to remind themselves of 
the main purpose of our great 
Movement: the building of the 
Kingdom of God here on carth, 


TO THE POINT 


m Various branches were busy 
over Christmas raising money for 
Christmas parties. Twydall branch 
had raised money earlicr in the 
year at a ‘cheese and wine’, and so 
was able to give a Christmas party 
to local elderly and housebound 
people. 


m Clacton-on-Sea men’s branch 
also held a wine and cheese party, 
this time to raise £17 towards their 
minibus fund. 


m After a two-year probationary 
period Parnstaple Toc H is now a 
full branch. Restarted by Edgar 
Cabot, the branch has a member- 
ship of 15, having just enrolled five 
members. They are now hoping to 
reclaim the old Barnstaple Lamp 
from Headquarters, 


m Reading women’s branch held 
its annual ‘Mayor’s Marker at the 
Town Hall recently and raised 
about £100. Membersspend much 
of their spare time during the year 
preparing articles for this event. 


m Keith Walden of Bristol Toc H 
recently walked from Weston- 
super-Marc to Bristol to raise funds 
for two Toc H projects-a summer 
playscheme for 100 children and a 
holiday for blind people. 


m Coney Hall Toc H has raised 
over £770 ina bazaar, The money 
will help the branch to continue 
its work entertaining and provid- 
ing outings for local establish- 
ments, 


m À spccial late-night shopping 
arrangement for clderly and dis- 
abled folk by Toc H Bridlington is 
now being taken up all over the 
country. This was first introduced 
by Bridlington branch many years 
ago and is now a regular feature 
among its Christmas events. 
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LOOKING AHEAD TO SUMMER 
BOOK A PLACE IN THE FUN 


Huw Gibbs 


The Englishman's home has always been his castle, 
and though we may not yet be seen dashing across 

the drawbridge with a wheelbarrow load of money 

to buy a loaf, we need almost a suitcase full of ‘fiscal 
reserves’ to cope with contingencies before we dare 
embark abroad on a holiday. It is time to ask ourselves 
whether it’s all worth it. ‘Where are you going to SPEND 
your holidays ?’ takes on an ominous ring in 1975. 


Even tax and sun havens like the 
Channel Islands will soon be 
coming under the Chancellor’s 
barrel-bottom scrapings as he 
struggles to gather in more 
revenue to pay the sheikhs. 


But there is still a holiday spot 
that provides a lot of fun with a 
great bunch of people—and all for 
under a tenner, We call it the 
Toc H Summer Programme 1975 
and it will involve many hundreds 
of people in the exciting process 
of making friends, secing and 
doing new things and finding out 
a few facts about themselves as 
well. It needs more people like 
you, Toc H members, to add that 
sparkle of experience, that 
challenge of mixing up the age 
and opinion differences that 
many projects lack. 


We are not asking you to go away 
and spend a weck doing some 
soul-destroying chore. We are not 
even insisting that you sleep at 
nights in a rain-soaked cowshed. 
There are lots of different activi- 
ties to choose and you can get a 
lot of laughs whatever project you 
join. Don’t make up your mind 
about a holiday in 1975 until you 
have looked carefully through the 
Summer Programme Booklet. 

If you know anyone who has 
done a project, ask them what 
they thought. You'll be surprised 
to find how many ‘oldies’ have 
actually come away refreshed and 
sold on the idea of a ‘working’ 
holiday away from work. 
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Write for a free Toc H Summer 
Programme °75 Booklet to: 
‘Summer Prograinme Booklet 
Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover 
Aylesbury, Bucks nP22 OBT’ 


New ideas from the 

Summer Programme 
‘Easter’ at Alison House 

27 March-1 April 

Come on a long week-end over 
Easter at Alison House, Crom- 
ford, Derbyshire. We will be 
thinking about the pain and 
glory of Easter, seen in context 
with the renewal and rebirth in 
nature, as spring (hopefully) 
arrives. We hope to use photo- 
graphy, poctry and music to help 
develop ideas on this theme, but 
you don’t need any special skill 
or knowledge to be able to parti- 
cipate. We hope, also, to have a 
wide age range and a wide cross- 
section of people in the group, 
whose one common characteristic 
may be the willingness to ‘have 
a go’. 

Cost £12, including transport 
and photography during the 
weck-end, 


For further details please write to: 


Suc Cumming, 68 Thorpe Park 
Road, Peterborough pe3 61. 


‘Birds in the Belfry’ 

10-17 May 

We will be exploring historic 
places of worship in East Anglia, 
and taking a look at the wealth 


of bird life and ix: reserves in 
this part of the world. The ac- 
commodation is in a Diocesan 
Conference House at Horstead, 
seven miles north-cast of Norwich 
and in the heart of Broadland. 
This holiday is limited to a maxi- 
mum of 16 pcople, so carly 
application is advisable, Salt 
marshes, Breckland and the 
famous Norfolk Broads will be 
visited, taking in many beautiful 
places of worship. Æn route we will 
hold sessions on birdsong and 
identification, and in the evenings 
discuss different forms of worship, 


The charge will be £25 for the 
week, including transport for all 
visits during the holiday. 


For further details please write to: 
Olive Tennant, 170 Dereham 
Road, New Costessey, 

Norwich nor 50). 


‘Painting and Music 
at Dor Knap’ 


In order to cater for the increas- 
ing number of people who want 
to have a painting and music 
holiday in the Cotswolds, there 
will be two painting and music 
wecks at Dor Knap this year: 

26 July-2 August and 11-18 Oc- 
tober (especially for the painters 
to catch the autumn tints!) 

The pattern of such a weck is a 
Iecture and demonstration on 
some aspect of painting or sketch- 
ing each morning, and illustrated 
talks on music or art in the 
evenings. The rest of the time is 
frec for painting, making music, 
sitling, talking, or walking, and 
generally absorbing some of the 
peace to be found at Dor Knap 
and in the surrounding Cotswold 
scenery. There is no age limit, 
upper or lower, and the only 
qualification you need for either 
the painting or the music is the 
wish to ‘have a go’-though you 
may simply decide to watch and 
listen, 


As usual the hosts for the weeks 
will be Karen and John Hull. 
Cost: 615. 

For further details please write to: 
Sue Cumming, 68 Thorpe Park 
Road, Peterborough pPE3 61]. 
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news point 


Neighbourhood scheme 


Toc H in Cowes is part of a plan 
to expand the Isle of Wight Com- 
munity Services Council’s street- 
link scheme, This scheme is de- 
signed to build up a link of good 
neighbours, and ‘street links’ will 
be responsible for visiting elderly 
and handicapped pcople and for 
informing them of the welfare 
benefits which are available. T'he 
Council needs about another 40 
people who would be willing to act 
as strect links in the Cowes area. 


Yas, you're kept at it until you're fit 
to drop! 


We like tapes, 


say branches 


Branches subscribing to the new 
information service on cassette 
tapes, called ‘Topicon Tape’, have 
now received the first programme 
about the job of the staff person. 
Many have written in to say how 
pleased they are with the reaction 
of members and visitors hearing 
them for the first time. 

Letters to the public relations 
office indicate that this novel idea 
of enabling people with expert 
knowledge to stimulate discus- 
sion through tape recordings has 
proved to be a breakthrough in 
adding new zest to branch life and 
programme arrangement, 

Roh Curtis, writing from South- 
end, confirmed that the tape ‘led 
to lively discussion’, and Allan 
Hunt from Farnborough writes, 
“This has a lot of potential; we 
think it is a great idea.’ 

Present fees are based on a mini- 
mum of 200 subscribers, but so far 
we are well below that break-even 
figure. If half our present number 
of branches took out subscriptions 
the series could afford to be a lot 
more adventurous in attracting 
top-line speakers on many subjects. 


A further Calendar of Jubilee Events 


FV) S 


Stockport branch concert 


12 Hythe Grand Dance at Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 

19 South Staffs District concert for children’s rest room; 
Wolverhampton Polytechnic 

20 Mill Hill Music Club 200th concert at Royal Hospital 


May 24 
Jun 1 Corby service 
6 Corby dinner-dance 


Hythe Music Club concert at Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 


28 Reading District garden party, Caversham 


19 Bakewell service at Parish Church; tea and social at 


26 West Central (w) branch Lakeside supper party at The 


Hemel Hempstead Bank Holiday carnival 


Hythe féte and garden party at Oaklands, Hythe 


Jul Stockport carnival 
Town Hall 
Holme, Regents Park 
Aug 25 
Sept 13 


South Wales service at Margam Abbey 


27 Broads District service; tea and entertainment at Great 


Yarmouth 


Stop Press (Dates to be notified) 
Sept 
tainment at Whitwick 


Coalville and Ivanhoe (joint) District service and enter- 


I 


Toc H goes West! 


Wild West, in fact, and with the 
aim of raising funds for local 
charities. The Mclton Toc H Wild 
West Bazaar was a huge success 
and brought in £553. ‘Toc H are 
doing a marvellous joh’, said local 
writer John Edson. John, who has 
written many western novels, 
opened the bazaar and auto- 
graphed his novels during the 
afternoon, He had kindly donated 
these books for the event. The 
bazaar got under way with a 
parade led by the Tally Ho carni- 
val band through Melton to the 
Corn Exchange. Many of the 
helpers on the stalls dressed up as 
cowboys and Indians, and over 
600 people came to the bazaar 
during the afternoon. In the even- 
ing some of the younger members 
of Toc H organised a disco. Said 
Mrs Olga Kite, chairman of the 
Toc H women’s branch, ‘I think 
it was exceptionally good this year ; 
we are delighted with the result.’ 
In thanking the people of the town 
for their support, she said that the 
money raised would help to fi- 
nance Toc H work in the area, 
which included maintaining a 
caravan holiday home for local 
old folk; and helping other organ- 
isations such as Help the Aged. 


Venture Club 


Blind and partially sighted people 
were invited to a party given by 
the Acton Toc H Venture Club in 
West London, There was dancing 
to a local band, games, raffles, 
prizes and refreshments. 

The club is an activitics group 
and encourages all who are inter- 
ested in drama, singing, dancing 
and sports. Occasional discos are 
held; also discussions and summer 
outings. It is hoped to begin row- 
ing and cricket this summer, 

The club, which mects on the 
first Sunday of each month, would 
welcome new members. 


BUNGALOW offered by mem- 
ber at reasonable charges. 
Apply Mrs O J Blackabey, 


20 Berkeley Avenue, Poole, 
Dorset BH12 4H2. 


‘America is God's Crucible, 
the great Melting-Pot 
where all the races of 
Europe are melting and 
reforming! ... God is 
making the American.” 
Israel Zangwill: 

The Melting Pot, Act 1 


GOD'S 
CRUCIBLE 


Clayton Volunteer 1974; 
now working as a Long- 
term Volunteer in Peter- 
borough 
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The DC10 banked steeply to port 
and suddenly the blackness of the 
night was pierced by a thousand 
lights of different colours like the 
slowly revolving mirror-bright 
bauble of a Mecca dance hall. 
‘Ladies and gentlemen, we shall 
be landing at Kennedy Airport 
in approximately ten minutes. 
Please extinguish all cigarettes 
and fasten your seat belts. Thank 
you.’ 


As we walked along the cater- 
pillar, which was extended from 
the terminal to the planc, the 
excitement of this year’s group of 
Claytons visibly increased. We 
spotted our first all-American 
‘cop’ complete with night stick, 
two-way radio and gun, and 
gradually began to realise that 
we were no longer in Britain. 
Before this, it had merely seemed 
as if we had been in our own 
front room, our senses dulled by 
one of those boring second-rate 
movies, This week’s offering had 
been called Oklahoma Crude. No, 
it was not a blue film version of 
the musical. No such luck, At 
least that might have kept us 
awake! 


On Monday morning I made my 
way by a graffiti-daubed subway 
train, which bore the legend 
‘Chico 128’, to what had been 
described in my brief as a ‘pseudo- 
Gothic Elizabethan Mansion’: 
Chapel of the Intercession, 

550 West 155 Street, New York 
City. As I emerged froin the 
subway exit, I immediately 
realised that I was in the middle 
of Spanish Harlem. Here, the 
local grocer was Mr Diaz; the 
butcher Mr Urquijo. I also 
realised, though it took a few 
seconds longer, that I was just 
about the only truly white person 
on the street. (I was later told 
that if I wanted the subway train 
for Spanish Harlem and found 
there were more than three or 
four whites on board, then I was 
on the wrong train!) I had not 
realised before that New York 
City was a bilingual city due to 
the influx of Puerto Ricans, 
Dominicans and others of Spanish 


origin, There wer. © channels 
which were exclusively in 
Spanish; Spanish posters on the 
subway; and places like the main 
bus terminal which made 
announcements in both English 
and Spanish. My knowledge of 
Spanish was obviously going to 
come in useful. 


On walking into the rectory I 
was introduced almost straight 
away to Brother Augustine, one 
of the five Episcopalian monks 
from the Order of the Holy Cross, 
with whom I would be living for 
the next eight weeks. He was 
Jamaican and a true Royalist in 
the best West Indian style. 

I suddenly found myself being 
rushed upstairs and brought face 
to face with a full-colour porirait 
of Her Majesty the Queen, or 
“Mother”, as he affectionately 
called her. After fecling ashamed 
at my lack of patriotism in the 
face of such royalist fervour, and 
after succeeding in delaying him 
from showing me his scrapbooks 
of royal cuttings, I quickly got 
rid of my bags and went over to 
the gymnasium where the 20 or 
so children of the Summer Day 
School were busy singing ‘I know 
an old lady who swallowed a fly’, 
Father Thornell, the Summer 
School Organiser with whom I 
would he working, plucked 
ardently at the strings of his 
guitar. Once again, I found 
myself the sole representative of 
the white minority here. 


The idea behind the Summer 
School was that the Church 
would provide some kind of 
stimulating activity during the 
summer vacation for these 5- to 
14-year-old children, many of 
whose parents were both at work 
during the day. It was also to 
help them to learn more about 
this great metropolis called New 
York City in which they lived. 
As a result, the day would be 
made up of a dancing session, 
arts and crafts, a visit toa 
museum or to a building of 
national importance, such as the 
Statue of Liberty, or a trip to the 
swimming pool, This last trip 


was very Important, since on 
most days the temperature was 
above 80°F and frequently went 
over 90°F. When thai was com- 
bined with a hurnidity level of up 
to 90 per cent then there was 
only one recourse: the swimming 


pool. 


On days like this the heat tended 
to hug the strects of Harlem. 
The inhabitants would be trapped 
in the evenings in their minute 
apartments, without the air- 
conditioning that they could not 
afford, and so they would come 
down to the strects and sit on the 
doorsteps. Whole streets would 
come alive and were full of men 
and women gossiping in Spanish, 
while the kids managed to turn 
on the fire hydrant and excitedly 
took a shower in the white foam- 
ing spray to cool themselves 
down. The police tried to stop 
them, but as soon as they were 
gone the kids just turned on the 
hydrant again and, as the tem- 
perature rose, so did the crime 
rate! Even in the daytime, 
parents could be seen taking and 
collecting their children from 
school carrying a length of piping 
with them for protection. The 
Chapel itself had been broken 
into ten times in the last twelve 
months, including once while I 
was there. The main difference 
between crime in New York 
compared with crime in Britain 
was that there it confronted you 
practically every day, and not 
only on the television. If you 
walked down 42nd Sircet to- 
morrow there is a good chance 
that you would see a man lying 
in the gutter with a chest wound, 
and a policeman standing over 
him, as I did on one occasion, 


But New York was not all vio- 
lence. You could walk the streets 
safely, provided you were careful 
about which streets you chose to 
walk in! And there were things 
such as Howard Johnson’s 31 
flavours of ice-crearn, or peanut 
butter and jelly, or the antics of 
the kids in the Summer School, 
which stand out more brightly, 


on looking back, than the dark- 
ness of the crime, 


After the end of the Summer 
School, I moved on to a second 
placement: The Stratford Arms 
Hotel. It sounded like an old 
English country pub in the 
Cotswolds, somewhcre near Dor 
Knap, with a thatched roof and 
some decent English beer. The 
images conjured up were, how- 
ever, well short of the stark 
reality. The Stratford Arms was 
a Welfare Hotel, a kind of hostel 
for alcoholics and psychiatric 
patients who had undergone 
treatment but had nowhere to go 
on being discharged from hos- 
pital. This situation had been 
brought about because of three 
main reasons: first, there were so 
many normal hotels in New York 
that it was getting difficult to 
make a profit. So, owners had the 
idea of setting up low-cost hotels 
for long-term tenants. Secondly, 
the liberalisation of attitudes with 
regard to psychiatric patients 
meant that they were discharged 
earlier so that they could, hope- 
fully, become completely well 
while back in the community 
(that was the theory, at least). 
Finally, the hospitals were all full 
to overflowing anyway, so they 
had to go. 


The job which I had to do at the 
Stratford Arms was to get in- 
volved in the various activities 
organised by the team of case- 
workers already installed therc. 
It was by organising these activi- 
ties that we could halve the 
number of times the police or 
fire department were called each 
day, by tenants, It also meant 
that there was less time for 
tenants to get involved in fights 
with each other. Even so, there 
was one memorable occasion 
when the hotel manager asked a 
caseworker to take a knife from 
one of the tenants because she 
was threatening to use it, 


What still come to mind about 
the job are all the names and the 
faces that go with them. There 


was Margaret, a middle-aged lady 
who had problems with alcohol, 
She was the Chairman of the 
Tenants’ Council, which met 
every Thursday morning and 
heard complaints about the con- 
dition of the hotel or the work of 
the caseworkers. She managed to 
put her points across as capably, 
if not more so, than any Len 
Murray! Then there was Elsie, 
who acted as Secretary to the 
Council and took the minutes, 
but who always came to one of 
us to ask what people had said 
because she had got so involved 
in the argument! She was a 
stragely-haired 50-year-old who 
had a tendency to see things 
which were not there. Lastly, 
there was Priscilla, the bingo- 
caller, who assured me that the 
doctor in the hospital had told 
her that she had true blue blood, 
when he cut her vein, Priscilla 
was a 60-year-old, 20-stone 
negress whose ruling passions 
were bingo-calling and ten-pin 
bowling, She had never cele- 
brated her birthday in her life 
and absolutely insisted that a 
group of us should go out to lunch 
and ‘live it up’ to celebrate it 
this year, She had eked out her 
welfare cheque for the last few 
wecks, putting a little aside each 
time, so that she could celebrate. 


They would all constantly ask 
questions about Britain and 
dreamt of going there, even 
though they currently lived on 
welfare, in depressed conditions, 
with mice, damp walls and cock- 
roaches throughout the hotel. 
But they all agreed that the 
Stratford Arms was the best 
welfare hotel in New York be- 
cause of the activities which were 
organised for them. Whilst there, 
T managed to get tenants in- 
volved in the hotel newspaper. 
We wrote a play, to be acted out 
later, and made visits to museums 
and other places of interest. 


At the end of the two placements 
I had a final month to take a 
look around the rest of the States 


(continued on page 39) 
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The National 
Projects 
Conference 


‘Quality not quantity’ was the 
theme of the National Projects 
Conference held at Dor Knap last 
October. A conscientious mood 
prevailed as those present—District 
project organisers, some leaders, 
CEC representatives and stafi- 
took stock of the scason’s experi- 
ences and worked out what lessons 
they could learn from each other 
for the future. 

Leadership 

They were concerned about the 
quality of experience which they 
offer to volunteers and other par- 
ticipants on a project and recog- 
nised that the success of a project 
depends very largely on the lead- 
ers. Consequently, most of the 
conference was spent discussing 
leadership training. 

Planning 

Success also depends on good 
planning. Preparation for the pro- 
ject, which is done by the staff, 
District members and in most cases 
by the leaders, must be carried out 
in good time. 

Here the North East Region 
took the prize, ‘Planning for a 1976 
project takes place in 1974,’ ex- 
plained Adrian Dudman. ‘If a 
District requests a project, we 
spend one year at least preparing 
the ground and then another year 
organising the project.’ The con- 
ference agreed that all regions 
should adopt the objective of a 
two-year planning period. This 
emphasis on thorough planning 
means that the number of pro- 
jects (aking place must inevitably 
be controlled. In order that the 
staff can cover project arrange- 
ments adequately, no two projects 
are planned for the same time. The 
North East has adopted a policy 
of ‘one District, one project’ which 
sets the limit at six projects per 
year, 

This policy is good, firstly, be- 
cause leaders can be properly 
trained over a period of ycars 
rather than months and, secondly, 
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because projects can be planned 
and built into the local community 
situation. Indeed, the need for 
projects arises out of the local 
community. Properly community- 
orientated, projects can bring to- 
gether Toc H staff and members, 
volunteers and local citizens, and 
can give Toc H a chance to grow. 

It would be unfair to portray 
this pattern from the North East 
as a new idea to other regions. All 
those involved see the value in 
maintaining the friendships and 
contacts made during the project 
and of integrating the work of the 
project into the local community. 
One-third of all leaders are now 
recruited locally. Most of the staff 
dislike the word ‘project’. It sug- 
gests a one-off experience and gives 
no idea of the continuity which 
they are working to sustain, This 
kind of venture is only one of many 
starting points for a much longer 
journey through Toc H. 
Follow-up 

Various methods of following up 
the introductions made on a pro- 
ject were discussed. Most regions 
now run weck-end projects or 
regular meetings for volunteers, 
and staf encourage leaders to 
gather groups of volunteers around 
them. “The leader’, the conference 
said, ‘should be a Toc H member. 
This will go some way towards 
helping to keep people together 
afterwards,’ The conference stress- 
ed that communications must im- 
prove and that regions should not 
lose track of volunteers who have 
gone on a project outside their 
boundaries. The conference agreed 
that it was a good idea to send six 
free copies of Point Three to volun- 
teers, to follow up their interest in 
Toc H and to widen their under- 
standing of the Movement. 
Publicity 

The conference agrecd to use the 
poster and booklet forin of pub- 
licity again this year, Three posters 
have been designed. Huw Gibbs, 
PRO, urged that all branches 
should reccive publicity material, 
and he suggested that branch 
members may like to use their 
holiday periods to take part in a 
project, especially the educational 
kind where all the family can go. 


Safety 

Discussions were sied to practi- 
calitics, especially when the sub- 
ject turned to safety. ‘Vhe confer- 
ence was quite clear that ‘there is 
an explicit responsibility upon 
Toc H to ensure that all steps have 
been taken to ensure the safety of 
all participants in any activity’, 
‘Constant vigilance is required on 
the part of leaders and others to 
ensure that the condition of any 
vehicle meets with the strictest 
legal requirements.’ Only certain 
named people will be allowed to 
drive a project minibus, and they 
will have to be trained and tested 
by local road safety officers, the 
police or other officials. A com- 
plete ban on drivers consuming 
alcoho] was agreed. 

Wherever practicable, staff 
agreed to try to recruit volunteers 
with specialist skills, such as life- 
saving, nursing and first-aid. 
Finance 

Regional comparisons indicated 
that the pattern of financing pro- 
jects varies considerably. The con- 
ference established three guide- 
lines which every region can adopt. 
*(i) Community-based playschemes 
and camps should be costed to the 
local authority and/or District 
sponsorship. Only the £1 registra- 
tion fee should be expected from 
the volunteer, although addition- 
al contributions froin voluntcers 
should not be discouraged. (ii) In 
every casc, local and national 
trusts and charities should be ap- 
proached (after liaison with head- 
quarters). (iti) The educational 
holiday project should be costed 
and actually charged to the parti- 
cipants.’ 

Those who attended the confer- 
ence agreed that it was an excellent 
opportunity to share experiences, 
progress and problems. The poli- 
cies agreed should integrate pro- 
jects more closely with branches 
and should encourage members, 
volunteers and the public to work 
together. Well organised by the 
Mid-Eastern Region, and cffec- 
tively chaired by Sue Cumming, 
the conference covered a lot of 
ground. The next National Pro- 
jects Conference is fixed for 3-5 
October 1975, at Dor Knap. 


PERSONALITY 
POINT 


Welcome to Frank Rice, who 
has recently joined the staff, soon 
to work in the North Wales and 
North West Region, 


Frank comes to Toc H after 27 
years in the Education branch of 
the RAF. An active carcer has 
given him experience of all kinds 
of schools and colleges, but most 
interesting of all was his latest job, 
in Cyprus. 


He was almost duc to come home 
last August, when the troubles 
broke out, and the situation 
foisted on him the task of super- 
vising the only communications 
centre which was still in contact 
with the outside world, that on 
the RAF base at Episkopi. For 
some wecks, every newspaper, 
television and radio report had 
to be wansmitted through this 
link, and so, of course, scores of 
press men of all nationalities 
converged on Episkopi. 


Frank’s wife and daughter flew 
out of Cyprus the day after the 
Turks landed in the Kyrenia 
area, Frank was in Cyprus as the 
Near East RAF Command 
Education Officer. This involved 
the direction of all RAF further 
education and airmen’s continua- 
lion training in RAF stations in 
the Mediterranean, the Gulf, and 
the Far East. Additionally, in 
Cyprus he was responsible for 

the education of British Service 
children, the British Forces Youth 
Service, and the Open University, 


Having returned to England last 
August, he is now with his family 
in Aylesbury. After an initial 
taining period, Frank will be 
working in Merseyside. 


Welcome Point 


The following branches 
elected new members during 
December: 


2—Nailsea (m), Nairn (j), 
Prestonpans (j), St Just (j). 
1—Bailiff Bridge (m), Barrow-on- 

Humber (j), Barton-on- 
Humber (m), Barton Hill (j) 
Group, Brandon (m), Broad- 
stairs (w), Burraton (w), 
Central Overseas, Clacton-on- 
Sea (m), Clwyd District, 
Hartley Wintney (w), 
Manchester Central (m), 
Mid-Norfolk District, Rhyl 
North (m), Seal (m), Ton- 
bridge (w), Trimley (w), 
Weston Rhyn (m), Whit- 
stable (m). 


We extend a warm welcome 
to 27 new members. 


Obituary 


We regret to announce the 
death of the following 
members: 


In July: William Muir (Scotland 
Arca). 

In October: John Brown 
(Leigh-on-Sea). 

In November: Ivy G Jarvis 
(Eastbourne), Elizabeth 
Routledge (Darlington), Alec 
Simpson (Goring-by-Sea), 
Dorothy Wright (Alston), Harold 
A Wright (Surrey & SW London). 
In December: Reginald A 
(Rajah) Jack (Solihull), the Rev 
John I Jones. 


Friends may want to know that 
Bob Chard, once a member of 
Knowle branch in Bristol, died 
in Australia in December 1973. 


We give thanks for their lives. 


A Service of Thanksgiving for the 
life and work of the late Rev John 
I Jones will be held at St John’s 
Church, Old Colwyn, on 2 March 
at 2.30 pm. 

A tribute to John will appear in 
the March issue of Point Three. 


{continued from page 37) 


GOD'S CRUCIBLE 


and get a more balanced im- 
pression of the nation, A 30-day 
Greyhound Bus pass cost £65 
and allowed me to travel any- 
where, any time. There was the 
Wild West gold-mining town in 
the Rockies just outside Colorado 
Springs; the cable cars and the 
fog rolling in over the bay in 

San Francisco; the Indian Village 
at Anadarko in Oklahoma State, 
and the smell of a skunk at King- 
fisher; New Orleans with its 
semi-tropical climate, surrounded 
by swamps, and with alligators 
in the parks’ ponds which had a 
tendency to eat the ducks; the 
deserts in Southern California 
and New Mexico, But most of 
all, there was the tremendous 
hospitality of the American 
people to whom nothing seemed 
loo much trouble. In short, the 
entire three months was an ex- 
perience not to be missed and 
probably never to be repeated, 
except by other Clayton Volun- 
teers in 1975. 


Chance of a Lifetime: 
Clayton Volunteer Scheme 
Anyone over the age of 19 
may apply to go to the USA 
any summer to work for 
eight weeks on a community 
project in the downtown 
areas of New York, Washing- 
ton and other cities. Volun- 
teers are expected to be able 
to take considerable respon- 
sibility for planning and 
running their own pro- 
grammes and should have 
some experience of similar 
work in this country. The 
projects are running from 
late June to late September 
and you would have about 
three weeks’ free time to 
travel. Board and lodging 
and pocket money provided; 
grants towards cost of fares 
available. Applications by 
31 January every year to: 
Winant and Clayton Volun- 
teers, 42 Crutched Friars, 
London EC3N 2AL 

(01-709 0472). 
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picture 
point 


Talk about a dog's lifel Taking a 
rest between purchases at the 
Toc H Fair, Woking, in aid of the 
blind 

Photo: Mr Ballard, Woking News & Mail 


Eastbourne joint branch has col- 
lected over two tons of newspaper. 
The money it receives from this will 
be added to its funds to promote its 
community work locally 
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Mrs Ellen Moore's Lucky Dip was a great favourite with the children at the 
Westham Toc H Bazaar, held at the Rock Hotel, Weymouth 
Photo: Reg Vincent, Dorset Evening Echo 


Lady Mayhew (left), Vice-President of tha Women’s Association and founder 
member of Norwich Women’s branch, raises her glass with chairman 

Mrs Violet Long in a toast to the branch's 40th anniversary. It was celebrated 
with a dinner at the Royal Hotel in Norwich, and among the guests were 
some of the original League of Women Helpers Photo: Eastern Daily Press 


12 Ranger guides from the Newport Toc H Ranger Company achieved the 
gold standard of the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme. Here they are with 
their families, Dilys Saffin (left), who runs the company, and the Rev Bob 
Knight, Headquarters Padre (right), at Guide Headquarters before going to 
Buckingham Palace Photo: Bob Broeder 
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Small 
advertisements 


Small advertisements nust be 
received (with remittance) five 
wecks before publication day, 
which is the first of the month, 
The charge is 3p a word 
(minimum 30p) to Point Three 
magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained 
from the Editorial Office, Toc H, 
l Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks 1p22 6nr. 
Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Stowe Community Service visits more 
than 400 old people weekly. Green 
Shield stamps, Pink stamps, Co-op 
stamps and all brands of cigarette 
coupons desperately needed for hot- 
water units and better heating. All gifts, 
however small, will be put to lasting use. 
Stowe Community Service, Buckingham 
MK18 Su (a registered charity). 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel Jacobs 
(established 50 years) welcomes Toc H 
parties and individual visitors to this 
lovely old city within easy reach of other 
famous cities of art, and of the coast. 
Comfortable, modernised hotel. Quiet 
situation. Parking. English spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and break- 
fast only. Mr Jules Lietaert, HoTEL 
Jacoss, Baliestraat 1, Bruges 8000. 
Telephone: (050) 398 31/32. 


Book now for a holiday at Warden 
Manor. Historic manor house, set in 
unspoilt country, near sea. Happy Toc H 
Fellowship. Open 5 July-13 September, 
also Easter (27 March-1 April) and 
Spring Bank Holiday (23-27 May). 
£13-£15:75 weekly (children £1 1-50) 
plus VAT; includes full board (++ meals 
daily). All games (tennis, table tennis, 
putting, etc) and entertainments are free. 
Contact John Cole, Warden Manor, 
Eastchurch, Nr Sheerness, Kent. 


Appeal Organisers required (male or 
female) by well-known charity owing to 
rapid expansion. Duties include organ- 
ising good-quality clothing and cash 
collections, mainly through the churches. 
Vacancies in South Essex, East Sussex, 
West Sussex, and Bristol, Avon and 
Wiltshire. Also for Mobile Appeals 
Organisers based on London, prepared 
to travel the country. Salaried positions 
with car or car allowance. Please contact 
John Cole, Help the Aged, 8/10 Denman 
Street, London wla 2ap, quoting 
reference J2, or telephone 01-439 4455, 
Mondays or Thursdays, 12 noon-2 pm. 


Raise funds quickly; casily. Superb 
ball-pens, combs, key fobs, diaries, etc, 
gold stamped to your requirements. 
Details: NORTHERN NOVELTIES, 
Bradford np! 3112. 


North Buckinghamshire. For prop- 
erties in this area, between £9,000 and 
£25,000, contact Bonner & Son, 
Chartered Surveyors, 12 Market Square, 
Buckingham x18 Inr. Telephone 2301. 


REGRETTED RISE 


l regret to announce that the price of Point Three has to go 
up to 10p per copy, starting with the April 1975 issue. 10 or 
more copies sent to the same address will cost 9p each; 
annual subscriptions £1.20. 

This decision was taken by the CEC in November. 


| am sure you will understand that Point Three is not immune 
to inflation. It is remarkable that the magazine has held its 
price for four years. The last increase was in March 1971, 
when it went up from 5p to 7p. 


Readers, | am sure, wil! try to absorb this rise and will con- 
tinue to support Point Three. We in the editorial office pre- 
sume to claim that it is still remarkably good value for 10p. 
If you disagree, write and tell us why, and we will seek to 
improve it—but don’t just cancel your order! 

— Editor 


Point Three is the only means of communication in 
Toc H in which all the Family can share. 


Ecology holidays 


Readers may like to know about three holidays in 1975 arranged 
by Philip Barron (a friend of Toc H) for those interested in 
ecology and conservation: 


Obergurgl, Tyrol A chance to study Alpine countryside as a unit: 
how rocks, soil, climate and plants are related. 2 to 16 August. 
Cost for 15 days, £112 (including travel to and from London by 


rail.) 


Liitzelflith, Emmental ‘Responsible Use of Natural Resources’. 
Based at a Quaker retreat house in Switzerland. Led by 

Dr Anthony Deavin gsc, MIBIOL, 17 to 24 July. £91 (by air from 
Gatwick including travel to and from your home railway station). 


Chirnside, Borders ‘Applying Ecological Principles at Home’. 
Covers whole-food catering, composting, etc. 30 April to 7 May. 


£45. 


Full details from Bureau for Vacation Studies in Ecology, 
10 Croham Mount, South Croydon, cr2 OBR. 
Telephone (evening) 01-657 5131. 


‘NOBODY 
TOLD 
USP? 


Is your branch one of those that knows everything about 
finance, district executives and new county authorities? 
If not, then you should be subscribing to 
TOPIC ON TAPE 


the new quarterly information service for Toc H members. 
It costs only £1.50 to hire four programmes. 
This year it will describe the subjects listed above. 
Next year it could cover exactly the problem that troubles 
you most. You can’t afford to be without Topic on Tape in 
the modern Toc H. Where else could you get a figure of 
national importance talking in your branch room for 374p 
an evening? 


To: Topic on Tape, Toc H Public Relations, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HPp22 6BT. 


Enrol me for Topic on Tape. [ understand that my annual 
subscription will expire 12 months after receipt of first programme. 
T enclose my £1-50 for four programmes. 


ROStCOC Cewek en eN 
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